[Study on the self-assembly ability of expressed capsid protein of rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus that fused with foreign epitope at the N-terminus].
The RHDV capsid protein (VP60) gene was first subcloned into the transfer plasmid pBLUEBACHIS2B located downstream of a 6 * HIS tag, then the recombinant transfer plasmid DNA were cotransfected Sf 9 cells with Bac-N-Blue DNA and purified for cloned recombinant baculovirus by plaque assay. The expression of fused-VP60 gene was analyzed by SDS-PAGE and Western blot. A specific 69 kD protein band was obtained. Observed under electron micrography, the recombinant baculovirus expressed VP60 protein assembled into viruslike particles which were morphologically and antigenically similar to native RHD virus but did not package RNA. The close-to-native conformation of the VLPs was also supported by the haemagglutination test, in which recombinant VLPs, like RHDV, agglutinated human blood type O erythrocytes.